7

March 19, 2015

imagination, and progressive politics,
as one of the founders of America’s dis-
ability rights movement. He helped es-
tablish the framework for the Federal
Disabilities Act and his work over the
years addressed the architectural,
transportation, and technological bar-
riers to living with a disability in the
United States.

As a longtime professor at the Uni-
versity at SUNY School of Social Wel-
fare he taught courses in social policy
and disability studies. In recent years,
Bill’s research and writing focused on
illuminating the damage done in the
aggressive pursuit of dismantling of
the U.S. welfare state. His book, ‘‘“The
Assault on Social Policy,” Columbia
UP, is now in its second edition. It is
recommended reading for all of my col-
leagues. Bill Roth fought not only with
issues in disability but with his own
neuromuscular disorder. He was a little
like the phoenix—the bird that kept
coming back. He was one of the most
courageous people I have ever known.
He was brilliant, imaginative, inven-
tive, and utterly fearless. Bill inspired
those of us who had the good fortune to
know him. As Senator Joe Lieberman
noted upon hearing of Bill Roth’s
death:

Bill was an extraordinary person—gifted,
strong, funny, inspiring. We were blessed to
know him.

As lawmakers, we have benefited
from his many contributions to public
policy and discourse. We remember and
honor him for these accomplishments.
Bill Roth overcame serious illnesses as
well as disabilities. He served as a cou-
rageous example to his family, friends,
colleagues, and students.e

———

RECOGNIZING HELM PAINT &
DECORATING

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, small
businesses often set the bar for quality
and service across the United States.
When quality and customer service are
at the forefront of a business’s mission,
viable, sustainable jobs are created for
countless members of our commu-
nities. Such is the case with the Small
Business of the Week, Helm Paint &
Decorating of Hammond, LA.

Ronald “Bunky’” Helm opened shop
in 1970 on Earhart Boulevard in New
Orleans. Despite having to move from
their original location after Hurricane
Katrina in 2005, the Helm family has
continued to bring excellent service
and paint colors to south Louisiana.
Today, Helm Paint is more than just a
paint store—offering a wide variety of
specialized paint, decoration, and ac-
cessory consultation. Helm’s self-pro-
claimed goal is for their customers to
have a customized and quality experi-
ence.

Last week, I had the distinct honor
of officiating the grand opening ribbon
cutting of Helm in Hammond, LA. The
Hammond store is one of six locations
serving south Louisiana communities.
Each store participates in its sur-
rounding community, holding events
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throughout the year in support of local
charities and other organizations.
Helm Paint & Decorating is also a tes-
tament to how vital small businesses
are for creating jobs for Louisianians.
Much of the company’s staff are sec-
ond, third or even fourth generation
employees who serve second, third, and
fourth generation customers. Because
Helm employees are experts in the
products they sell, the majority of cus-
tomers only have to complete a project
once. As the locals like to say, Helm
Paint & Decorating is not just a busi-
ness, it is an experience.
Congratulations again to Helm Paint
& Decorating for being selected as
Small Business of the Week. Thank
you for your commitment to customer
service and creating quality jobs in
communities across the State.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:03 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1030. An act to prohibit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency from proposing,
finalizing, disseminating regulations or as-
sessments based upon science that is not
transparent or reproducible.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1030. An act to prohibit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency from proposing,
finalizing, or disseminating regulations or
assessments based upon science that is not
transparent or reproducible; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1191. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that emer-
gency services volunteers are not taken into
account as employees under the shared re-
sponsibility requirements contained in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

S1659

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-988. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States of America, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the fiscal year 2014
Annual Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Assess-
ments from the Secretaries of Defense and
Energy, the three national security labora-
tory directors, and the Commander, United
States Strategic Command (0SS-2015-0289);
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-989. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Procurement, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled “NASA FAR Supple-
ment, Contractor Whistleblower Protec-
tions” (RIN2700-AE08) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on March 12,
2015; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-990. A communication from the Board
of Trustees, National Railroad Retirement
Investment Trust, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the annual management report relative
to its operations and financial condition for
fiscal year 2014; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-991. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 2003,
a semiannual report detailing telecommuni-
cations-related payments made to Cuba pur-
suant to Department of the Treasury li-
censes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-992. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the implementation of the recommendations
of the 9/11 Commission for the period from
October 1, 2009, through September 30, 2012;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-993. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the implementation of the recommendations
of the 9/11 Commission for the period from
January 1, 2008, through September 30, 2009;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-994. A communication from the Chief,
Administrative Law Division, Central Intel-
ligence Agency, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to a vacancy in the po-
sition of Inspector General, Central Intel-
ligence Agency, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 12, 2015; to
the Select Committee on Intelligence.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 796. A bill to incentivize State support
for postsecondary education and to promote
increased access and affordability for higher
education for students, including Dreamer
students; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 797. A bill to amend the Railroad Revi-

talization and Regulatory Reform Act of
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